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perſonally known to you, yet my bappy 
intimacy with many of your once valued ol 
friends, has taught me to eſteem and reverence 


you as a gentleman or ſolid judgment, diſtin- 


guiſhed integrity, and inflexible honour. It is 


5 See for ſo valuable a Character that ine 


* 4-4 


improper nor. DOT You with find it to 
be an expoſtulation with you on the part ,you 


have taken in the preſent convulſions, that Giſ- 
tract the county; but though my reaſoning may 
be animated with ſome warmth, yet it hall bg 


: A 2 


urged 


"4-4 tb 


l 


urged. with decency ; nor ſhall one e expreſſion F 
nbeeomi 8 9 Sn * 7 


bo the firſt 8 ben, as a good man, a 
good citizen, and a good magiſtrate, you will 
agree with me, that the principal thing always 
to be attended to is the preſervation of the pub- 


lic l and you. know that nothing ſo effec- 


thally deſtroys the public peace aß a conteſted 2 
election. I need not paint to you the ſcenes of. 


Aclleneſs, debauchery, and riot, the ungovernable 
licentiouſneſs of a diſſolute and inflamed popu- 


Jace, the eager animoſities of a party-ſpirit, the 


deſtruction of ſociety, the alienation of friendſhips, 


the feuds of families, - and all thoſe numerous 


evils which inſeparably attend theſe unhappy 5 
conteſts: You know them mueh better than 1 


can deſeribe them; therefore,” knowing how 


highly you poſſeſs the vittues of humanity, I was 


aftontod to ſee 100 deſert your old friends, and 


and forth the champion of a new party, whoſe 
meaſures can have no other tendency than to ſet 
the county in a fame. When indeed the repreſen- 
tatives of any Place are negligent of the important 


truſt committed to them; ee they are found 


incapable of diſcharging it; when they make 


themſelves ſervile and erer kery dependants on 


a corrupt miniſtry ; ; or when they unite themſelves 
to a turbulent and democratic faction, wy, br 


combined t to oppoſe the exeen tiye power, to clog 
the 


. <P YIE AA TEIFRIEG > G., — n 
8 — Q nn 


cCauſes exiſts, when the preſent repel 
juſtly approved and hongured for their able ame} up- 


it cannot be expected that the ends p 


* % 7 
2 . 7 

. : 

* 9 


vernment, and ſhake the 


the wheels of go pillars of 


the publie ſafety; in either of theſe caſes it becomes 


the duty of every honeft man to exert Hhunſel® 
with vigour in oppoſing the re- election of fucks 


unworthy. members: But when neither of theſe 
ſentatives are 


right conduct, whoever raiſes or encourages a di- 


viſion, which muſt be attended with all the eis 


mentioned above, facrifices the public peace to a 
private elena, or a wanton Lee or by 


yain ambition. 
When the motives to an action are thus rriſiivgs 


ropoſed 2 


be of greater moment. In the Beet e 


1734, our wiſer fathers bad deſigns worthy of — 88 
contention. Party at that time ran high, and was 
more than a name; one fide. ſtraggled hard for 
their places and p penſions, a favourite miniſter was 


to be ſupported, his influence to be extended: The 


other fide contended as laudably perhaps, and more 
| ſuccesfully, to Make this rainiſter, to abridge his 
influence, and to ſend repreſentatives to parlia- 
ment, whoſe integrity was not to be warped by the 


warm ſunſhine. of -court-favour ; and in this both 
parties acted conſiſtently and wilely atleaſt, if not 


| honeſtly. But we have no party, nor even the 


name of a party among us; we have nao miniſter 


to raiſe up, or to pull down; we have no court- 


influence to hope, or to faar; nor any end in view, 
_— . * 'of doing and undo- 
ing 4 


„ 


ing; and even in this, as if the ſpirit of infatua- 


tion had extinguiſhed every ray of ſenſe; in the 


darkneſs of our underſtanding we are dancing, 


hands - acroſs, after one BATH-METAL STAR, 
which, like an ignis fatuus, holds out a falſe light 
Ftem your motives and your ends I proceed to 
_confider the meaſures your party has taken to com- 
Paſs theſe ends. And here give me leave to ob- 

ſerve, en paſſant, that no ſooner was Lord Town- 
end appointed to the government of Ireland, 
than his character was attacked in a very extra- 
ordinary manner with all the malice of the moſt 
petulant and illiberal calumny: this torrent of 
abuſe is not yet ſtopped, but continues to diſem- 
bogue its dirty ſtreams, intending, no doubt, thro' 
his Lordſhip, to reach Mr, de Grey, and blot his 


fair character with its deepeſt fable- - How difin- 


genuous and unmanly this procedure is, I leave to 
your candid conſideration: I am no ghoſt; nor 
mall T- undertake a vindication of his Lordſhip : 


If his many illuſtrious virtues, both public and 


rivate, if his faichful and imporeant ſervices to 
his cout both at home and abroad, will- not 
raiſe him ſuperior to theſe attacks, we muſt een 
give him up, lamenting over him, however, with 
this oration of the Roman 


0 mighty Cæſar, doſt thou lie ſo low ? 
LAre all thy conqueſts, glories, trophies, ſpoils, 
. « Shruak to this little meaſure ? Fare thee well. 


— —ñUük — —— 


6 2 * 
And indeed it muſt be een that he 


| 1 been attacked with a truly Roman ſpirit ; for 
you know that it was uſual with that wiſe and 
FREE people, when their victorious leader entered 

the city in triumph amidſt the applauſes and. ac- 

| clamations of his grateful country, leſt his mind 
'' _ ſhould be too much elated, with his honours, to 

place in the ſame chariot with him a PuBLIC 
SLAvx, licenſed to inſult him wy the "I 1 4 | 
"POM NS) + ak 


1 ens 3 1 . 4 
Ne placeat, curru fexvus . eodem. 8 


If ge Sg Sic, e you to St. 1 
1 the day of nomioation. ; where the firſt; thing that 
occurs worthy of notice, at leaſt on your part, is 
Sir William Harbord's elegant and judicious 
ſpeech... As this was ſo 1 diſtinct and 

| Ng 1 ſhall endeavour, as far as I am able, to pre- 
. ſerve its perſpicuity, and for that purpoſe ſhall con- 
ider it under a quadruple diviſion, as it concerned 
| Mr. de Grey alone, as it concerned Sir Armine 
Wodehouſe and Mr. de Grey together, as it con- 
cerned Sir Armine Wodehouſe alone, and as it 
concerned Sir Edward Aſtley. As to Mr. de Gray 
it was candidly and politely inſinuated, that, upon 
the deceaſe of the late Lord Townſhend, he was 
nominated no body knows how, and elected by no 
body knows whom. As a military man, I ſup- 


4 * he ſtole a march upon us, appeared before 
| the 


— . — 


oy 
: 


6#1 ] 


he 8 were open, ſurp tiſed * 
Ween and ſo took poſſeſſion without r 
his may be fme oratory, but the misfortune. is, 
matter of fact is againſt it, as will appear only by 
_-eonlidering the part Sir Edward Aſtley ated 5 
that accalion : He undertook to guard the town, 
dut in a panic not only deſerted his poſt, but re- 
Volteckitoſthe enemy. Mr. de Grey Was approved 
and zelected by the united voice of the county. 
His conduct in parliament has done honour to him- 
ſelf, and reflected honour back upon his eonſtitu- 
_ _ ents; andithereſpett juſtly paid to his merit wil! 
de ſeen on the day of election. If you can intro- 
duce to us a gentleman of ſuperior weight and in- 
fluence in the county, we muſt give up our pre- 
ſient member; if you ban introduce to us a gentle- 
man of ſuperior abilities and integrity, we 201 
give him up: DTU DioxioRT isthe motto on 
our ſtandard which we advance before de ny: - 
chuſe you what device you pleaſe; . - 
71 be next part concerned Sir A. Wodehouſe and 
Mr. de Grey together, that as militia colonels, men 
that wear ſwords, it is dangerous to entruſt em 


. -with atſhare in the civil Government. Indeed ! 


* 


The illuſtrious orator, it is to be preſumed, Has 
forgot the old military Morden. But inſtead of 

tefuting a propoſition that carries abſurdity. on its 

f face, let us turn our eyes towards a neighbour- 

ing kingdom, and obſerve the propriety and good 
2 of their Houſe of Commons, in their addreſs 
to their new v Lord TRIO" 6 When we reflect 
| on 


4.4 + 


«on the important ſervices and great military 
experience of your Excellency for many years 
<« in different parts of the globe, and on your | 
happy ſucceſs in raiſing the fame and extending 
© the dominions of Great Britain; when we now 
<< ſee the ſword of juſtice entruſted to the ſame 
1 e perſon, who has conſtantly uſed the ſword of 
1 «© war for the honour of his ſovereign, and the 
„ glory of his country, we muſt look up to your 
Excellency with the higheft expectation and 
« confidence. And when we recollect the con- 
ſiderable ſhare, which you have taken in plan- 
s ning and carrying into execution in England an 
& effectual national militia, we cannot but acknow=! 
edge that the civil power could not be more 
ſafely or uſefully delegated than to your Excel- 
 <©Jency.” Let this ſtand as an anſwer to a decla- 
ration that deſerved no anſwer, but as it was made 
by Sir W. Harbord. Beſides the abſurdity of it, 
(nk pains me to repeat ſo harſh a word, but our 
language has not a ſofter) it may be difficult to 
reconcile it either to prudence or politeneſs; for a 
public affront upon a body of gentlemen that have 
the honour to bear his majeſty's commiſſion, and a 
public inſult upon gentlemen of Sir A. Wode= 
houſe's and Mr, de Grey's rank and character, muft 
: be deemed unpardonable. 
hut his capital objection to Sir Armin is, that 
. lik has ſerved in parliament too long, that an ho- 
1 nour of this nature ſhould not be hereditary in the 
| | family : Yes, bh; honour, we know, has been he- 
B reditary 


wy 


Na 


* 


ET RA r 
- 


7» 1 
reditary in that family for near 700 years; and till 


away, a Wodehouſe can never folicit the honours 
of his country in vain : therefore inſtead of urging 


Sir Armine's length of fervice as a reaſon for dif- 


charging him, it © would have been more generous 


to have held him up to. his conſtituents as a man 
grown old in their ſervice, as a man who for more 
than thirty years has executed this important truſt” 
with unwearied attention, diſintereſted fidelity, and 
unbiafſed honour ; unplaced, unpenſioned, unen- 
nobled; no miniſterial ducats ſwelling his revenues, 
no lordiy title fluttering in his ear, nor even a rib- 
band or a ſtar glittering in his eye. Mr. Style- 
man indeed affected to be ſenſible of his merit, and 
propoſed that he ſhould be rewarded with the 
thanks of his country, and retire in his old age to 
his old oaks at Kimberly. Ves he ſhall retire, 
but not at your bidding; ; 6x ſhall retire, : but the 


time ſhall be of his own choice; then he ſhall re- 


tire, and carry with him the thanks and applauſes 
of his country, and that conſcious integrity which 
beams a glory over thoſe old ole. and er 7 


their ſhades. 


3 for whom is our worthy veteran thus c cour- 

teouſly deſired to retire? Behold preſented to us 
Sir Edward Aſtley! whilſt the indignant ſpirits of 
bis honeſt anceſtors burſt from their tombs, and 
ſhake their venerable heads to ſee their deſcendant 


| ſtarting aſide like a broken bow, and become an 


i feraqannt 3 in the hands of a Morden and: a Ho- 50 
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* 


chat noble inheritance be ſquandered: or bartered 


n 
| 0 But J feel an aſperity riſing upon me, which 

| ſhall not be indulged ; let me therefore quit this 
ſcene, only detaining you one moment to ſhew you 
a fight, in defiance. of Solomon, new under the 
ſun : A grave and reverend gentleman from Drog- 
heda, recommending a gentleman from Derbyſhire 
as a proper repreſentative for the countyof Norfolk. 

When we conſider this gentleman as honourable in 
himſelf, honourable in his connections, high in 
the eſteem of his own country, happy in the love 
of his neighbours, and fecure of his preſent ſeat in; 
parliament, he 1s deſervedly the object of our re- 
ſpect: But when we confider_him as a candidate, 
tor this county, from which his place of reſidence 
is 300 miles diſtant; when we conſider him as ac- 
ting this precipitate and ill- timed part under the | 
direction of a few families, to all of whom united 
his own influence muſt one day be far ſuperior; 
we are ſorry to ſee him lend fo reſpectable a name 


to ſo idle a purpoſe; we are ſorry to ſee him ac 


ſo much beneath his dignity ; we are ſorry to ſee 
him fink the weight of his family i in the foam of 
other men's ambition. | 

Here, Sir, let us draw the curtain, and has the 
ſeene of the gallery, which gives us a melancholy 
inſtance, in every ſpeech of your pa ty, of thoſe 
eager animoſities, thaſe alienated friendſhips, thoſe 
family feuds, which 1 before lamented as inſepera- 
ble from theſe conteſts ; for whatever you gentle- 
men orators, that took it upon you to dictate tg 
the county, may think of yourtelves and of one 
| B 2 | another, 


> 5 


another, we little inconſiderable people chat food 


below could not help ſhaking our heads, and ap= 


plying to . theſe 1 of * : 


© With an in grace your friends their mis to; 
9 They ve both 1928 5 and in- manners too. 


Now, Sir, we are alone, 1 ſhall e you a very 
806 and candid declaration of my ſentiments with 

| regard to Sir Edward Aſtley, whom I honour on 

account of his family, and eſteem as a good na- 

tured honeſt gentleman. There was a time when 

T ſhould have rejoiced to ſee his intereſt riſe in the 

county; there was a time when it depended on 


himſelf to raiſe it. Had he purſued his declared 


Intentions, and anſwered the expectations which 
he had raiſed among his friends, on the death of 
the late Lord Townſhend, probably he would not 
have been oppoſed, moſt probably he would have 
ſucceeded: but as he then thought proper to re- 
ſign his pretenſions, ought he to re- aſſume them 
now ? as he then thought proper to relinguiſn 
this civic crown, and with his own hands to affiſt 
in placing it on another head, is he at liberty to 
demand it now, or attempt to rend it off by vio- 
lence? Strong muſt be the hand that does it. Or 
are we little people to be thrown out as buoys, on- 
ly: to fluctuate in the ſhallows of this ſhifting tide? 
Vou will ſay perhaps, for it has been ſaid, that 
Lord Townſhend could not then be prevailed up- 


on to n his 2 8 and refuſed: to ks 90 
him: 


1 


him: we anſwer in the words of your own party, 
which muſt therefore be concluſive to you. What 
has Lord Townſhend to do with us and our re- 
preſentatives? only adding, we know nothing of 
the promiſe. 

You will ſay perhaps, for this alſo has been ſaid, 
and is indeed your ert, that Sir A. Wodehouſe at 
that time deſerted him, and refuſed him the friend- 
ly aſſiſtance of his intereſt: this indeed deſerves 
an elucidation, for if Sir Armine will forſake his 
old friends, he muſt not complain if his old friends 
forſake him. That Sir Edward Aſtley ſhould ap- 
ply to Sir A. Wodehouſe on ſuch an occaſion it is 


natural and reaſonable to expect: that he did Zhen 


apply we acknowledge: If Sir Armine foreſaw the 
_ difficulties that would ariſe from an oppoſition to 

Sir Edward, it ſhowed his good underſtanding : if 
he repreſented thoſe difficulties in their Proper 

light, it ſhowed his candor and his friendſhip : If 
he wiſhed not to embroil himſelf with his late | 
worthy partner, not to involve himſelf and his + 
friends in all the troubles of a conteſted election, 
can it be wondered at? But, notwithſtanding all 
this, that he did abſolutely engage himſelf to Sir 
Edward, that he peremptorily promiſed at all e- 


_ vents to ſupport his election with all his weight, | 


and intereſt, 1s A FACT, for the truth of which I. 
appeal to Sir Edward Aſtley and his brother Mr. 
1 I could make my appeal farther, but chuſe 
t preſent. to reſt it here. Has Sir Armine then 


E fortaken his friends! ? Or rather have not his friends 
. fled 


Y 1 . 
fled in his face ! This reflection, ungenerous as it 
is, has been ſo often repeated, and ſo confidently 
urged, that I thought a truer information was re- 
quiſite. Nay, to come down to the preſent time, 
when Sir Edward Aſtley had fixed his reſolution 
to offer himſelf as a candidate for the county, which 
I believe was not till after Lord Townſhend was 
appointed to the government of Ireland, and his 
brother the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
dead, did he once ſhow an inclination to join Sir 
Armine, or once atk Sir Armine to join him, till 
within a quarter of an Hour before they went to the 
* hal}, till he had fermed meaſures inconſiſtent with _ 
Sir Armine's intereſt, till he had formed connec- 
tions inconſiſtent with Sir Armine's honour ? | 
Where then does the charge of unſteadineſs, of de- 
ſertion of friends, of dereliction of Character fall 
at laſt? You have it among you; we are free. 
But part of the difagreeable taſk, which I have 
impoſed upon myſelf, yet remains. The clamours 
of your party on the ſubject of general Warrants, 
have been raiſed and continued with a virulence 
of abuſe that outrages decency and good manners 
as much as truth and common ſenſe. Theſe muſt, . ; | | 
be attended to. And here I muſt not paſs by 
Honeſtus, memorable indeed for nothi g, but 
that he is the firſt to blow Robin Hood's bugle | 
horn to give the alarm, and then hides his head, 
and is heard of no more. RE... 


te. * %s > 


Paſtorale 


+. thus methodizing. 


? 


EN + 


Paſtorale canit * Cornuque recurvwo 
Tartaream intendit vocem, qua protinus omne 
Contremuit nemus, et ſilvæ intonuere profundæ. 

Mox autem attollit ſtridentes anguibus alas, 


TCoeytique petit ſedem, ſupera ardua linquens. 


But your freeholder, (another fitious name) a 
man immerſed from his youth in perſonal abuſe, 
a man grown hoary in the arts of defamation, un- 
awed by conſcience, unchequed by modeſty, unſi- 


lenced by conviction, advanced to the charge with 


a malicious impertinence, and perſeveres i init with 


an unexampled inſolence. In his printed letter, 


dated London October 3, 1767, after much. infa- 
mous invectives and turgid.declamation, he labours- 
to give us an argument which I do him honour 2 


7 4 
* * 


General Württ are illegal aki unconſtitutio- 5 

nal. Sir Armine and Mr. de SN voted i in 
favour of general warrants. 

Therefore they are ts be avoided and rejected 
as men dangerous to the conſtitution. 1 


The anſwer to this requires but few words. | 
That general warrants are illegal and unconſtitu- 


tional we readily allow. That Sir A. Wodehouſe 


and Mr. de Grey voted in favour of general War- 
rants is a double falſehood. Therefore his male- 
volent conclufion drops of courſe. He af terward 
rag ent SOOT that Mr. de Grey was 

a not 


7˙7˙¹·Ü» 1 ar * 
; 
; 


inſtead of excuſing, only added to the danger of 
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not in the houſe at the time of the debate: here 
one ray of truth broke half through the ſolid dark- 


1 


neſs of his ſoul ; but his malevolence was at hand 


« not then in the houſe, but Lord Townſhend 


* was, in whoſe room Mr. de Grey was elected, 
& and in whoſe intereſt he is at preſent known 


« to ſtand.” Are theſe your arts? You muſt ex- 


cuſe me for ſaying your arts, for by cauſing that 
wretched paper to be reprinted, and by diſperfing 


it among your friends, you made it your own, and 


are become anſwerable for all the untruths it con- 


© fains, Theſe will be ſufficiently detected and ex- 
| poſed. by a juſt and impartial repreſentation, of the 
_ debate in the honourable houſe on this ſubject. 


The friends of Mr. Wilkes had declared gene- 


ral warrants to be illegal, unconſtitutional, and 


this had raiſed in the nation was to be quieted by 
ſome remedy as violent, or to be kept up by ſome 


 thining effort in the cauſe. Many ſober. perſons 


were fer iouſly alarmed to ob ſe rve a pra ctice preva- 
lent in a great office contrary to what they conſidered 


as the cleareſt principles of law, and inconſiſtent 
with the manner of governing in a free country; 


the long and ſilent continuance of this practice, 


* 
” 


7 
s 


it. Whatever the-motives, that influenced the 


conduct and opinions of men on this point, might 
be, there was no doubt that, without aiming at 


the perſons, a conſiderable ſtroke was aimed at 


— 


E 


the miniſterial character and conſideration of thoſe 
in high ſtations. Many of thoſe therefore, wh 
* reliſhed neither the adminiſtration, as it was then 
formed, nor the oppolition, were of opinion that 
the one might be humbled, and yet the other 

not materially exalted, by their appearing for 


a a reſolution condemning the general warrants. 


Accordingly a reſolution ,was propoſed, Februaty 
14, 1764, to the following effect, That a gene- 
ral warrant for apprehending and ſeizing the 
ec authors, printers, and publiſhers of a ſedi- 
* tious libel, together with their papers, 1s not 
« warranted by law.” . Thoſe, who oppoſed it, 
did not ground their oppoſition on an athrmance 
of the legality of the warrants, (for in general 


 . they either admitted their illegality, or put that 


matter out of the queſtion) but on the ; impropri- 
ety of the method propoſed for ſettling the law. of 
Warrants. They argued that the Houle of Com- 

mons, by itſelf, cannot declare law legiſlatively, 
becauſe it is only a part, and not the whole of the 


legiſlature; nor judicially, becauſe it is neither 


the whole 4 a part of any court of judica- 
ture. It was alſo thought to be of dangerous 
conſequence, and productive of nothing but con- 


fuſion and injuſtice; as the inferior acting magi- 


ſtrate would in vain Took for the rule of legality 
onluy in acts of parliament and in the common Jaw, 


| when, for ought he knew, there might be another 


in the Journals of the Houte of Commons. That 


the en courts of law, who are taught by the 
| 1 0 conſtitution 
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conſtitution to believe that the judicial power 
reſts in them, and that in the exercile of it they 
are to be guided only by the whole legiſlature, 
would be brought into a ſtate of -irrefolution and 
dependance'on the Houſe of Commons, if they 
found that houſe take upon itſelf to participate, 


if not to ſupercede their power, and to alter 


their rule? that the queſtion of the legality or il - 
legality of theſe warrants was then actually de- 
pending in a bill of exceptions before the ordi- 


nary judges : Ought the queſtion to be prejudged? 


and the parties, taking the due courſe which the 
law allows them, to have their cauſe evok'd to the 
Houſe of Commons, and condemned there by an 
arbitrary reſolution ? That particular emergencies, 
ſuch as dangerous-confpiracies, manufacturers go- 
ing off into foreign countries, might render theſe 
warrants expedient, and even neceſſary- will it 
therefore be thought prudent to deprive the ma- 
giſtrates of a power which is ſo often neceſſary to 
the publick good ? But if in reality the matter be 
ſo preſſing in time and importance, that the peo- 
ple cannot (as it is repreſented) be ſatisfied that 
they are free, until the law on general Warrants be 


* 


declared, let it be declared in a way that all are 
agreed is both effectual and conſtitutional, By 
AcT or PARLIAMENT. The reſolution. propor 
ſed is neither the one nor the other. A bill there» 
fore, even on the principles of thoſe who favour 


the reſolution, is the only proper method. 
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- Theſe were the bac ot. which s nd 


Jution was. oppoſed. They, who ſupported it, in- 
fiſted principally on the evident illegality of the 


proceſs by a general warrant, which was not quef- 


tioned : and expatiated on the oppreſſive nature 
of it, which was not denied. They acknowledged 
„- the Houſe of Commons was not the whole 


legiſlature, nor any part of the judicature of this 
kingdom: but aflrted it to be their undoubted . 
right to cenſure by their reſolution any illegal 


practice, which they obſerved to be prevalent; 


and this not to be cited as law in courts of juſtice, 
but to ſerve as a threat and monition to thoſe 


_ courts, and to all perſons. public and private, of 
what they are to expect, when they preſume to quit 
the limits of the law, and to make any excurſions , 
into the regions of arbitrary power. They urged 


the ſlow and uncertain progreſs of the courts as a 


plea for interpoſing the determination of the hou | 


as a remedy to the ſubject. 
They ſaid that the 18 3 of the warrants was 


not directly before the judges, and conſequently h 
the point 105 in the way of being decided. This, 
J preſume, is rather a diffeten of ferms and 
courts than of facts; becauſe the queſtion of the 


legality or illegality of general warrants was then 
actually depending; and in the cauſe of Mr. 
Beardmore and the king's meſſengers was heard at 


_ Guildhall before Lord Chief Juitice Pratt and the 


reſt of the Judges of that Court, on the 4th of 


ee ſollowing, and then, if not before, they were 
En 8 mn 
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| juicy ks to be . They argued fur= 
ther; that as the Reſolution was confined to Li- 
bels, it would not reſtrain the magiſtrate i in dan- 

erous occaſions; as the uſe of General Warrants 
will be juſtified by its neceſſity in ſo critical an 
exiſtence. Whereas a ſtatute, wholly condemning 
ſuch Warrants, would take away the uſe of them 
in any exigence; if it admitted exceptions, it 
would put all to fea again, as it would be impoſ- 
fible regularly to define, and clearly to aſcertain 

caſes of neceſſity. See the Annual Sb for 
{Ret year 1704. 

Upon a review 6: this debate, it appears, that 
0 queſtion on the legality or illegality of general 
Warrants was moved in the houſe; but on the 
manner of declaring their illegality: that the reſo- 

lution propoſed was improper, becauſe if theſe war- 
rants were illegal, they ought to have been left, 
as they were left, to the courts of law; that, even 
if it had paſſed, it would not have been effectual, 
becauſe if they were not illegal, a reſolution of the 

houſe could not have made them ſo: that ſuch a 

reſolution would have been arbitrary, unconſtitu- 
tiopal, and dangerous. Therefore that thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who oppoſed it, acted; upon the ſober and 
_diipathen'd principles of reaſon, good ſenſe, and 
| [The general law of the land. 

That they did not vote in favour yy, heres] 
warrants, ! they moved that their illegality 
might be declared in the only way that could be 


Ke, by effectual, and conſtitutional, BY ACT of 
| PARLIAMENT. 


( 21) 


\PARLIAMENT. And that the prople might b be 
immediately ſatisfied that they are free, that liber- 
ty might not ſuffer, or be in danger of ſuffering 
through delay, four days after this reſolution was 
diſmiſſed, that is, on February 21, a motion was 
made by Sir John Philips, „that leave be given 
« to N in a bill for regulating the practice of 
the Secretary of ſtate's othice, 1 in iſſuing out war- 
* rants in caſes of libels.” See the journals f 
the houſe.---And this motion, as well as the for- 
mer, Was ſupported by Sir A Wodehouſe, What 
ſhall we ſay then to your truſty friend and coad- 
jutor, the Lack-land Freeholder ? If he did. not 
#now theſe things before, we are ſorry for his head; 

if he id row them, we are ſorry tor his heart. 
But what ſhall we fay to you? in what light mult 
you appear for making this ſenſeleſs paper your 
own? How can you acquit yourſelf of the moſt 
Illiberal, malevolent, and groundleſs calumny ? Or 
how can you ſupport the charge? But I ſhall take 

my leave of this ſubject, by erlag to you an 
| hiſtorical anecdote (not of Ruſſel Earl of Bedford, 

tor I am not yet quite clear that he loſt his head on 
account of General Warrants, but) of one Han- 
nibal. It is faid that he envied Eumenes, King 
of Pergamus, on account of his power, and hated 
him for his Roman' diſpoſition : a few days before 
he was to engage him at fea, knowing his own 
fleet to be inferior to that of his Royal A | 


e ordered 6¹= Crew to pick up all the poiſonous 
eapean 


(122) 


kerpents they could pofſibly find ; theſe were put 
into earthen jars: in the heat of the engagement, 


finding himſelf vigorouſly preſſed, he commanded 
\ theſe jars to be thrown into the Pergamenian 


thips, which were immediately filled with ſer- 


nts, to the great aſtonihment and annoyance of 
the ſoldiers. However conſonant this action mig ht 
be to the ſavage genius of the wily African, the 
Roman that relates it does not condeſcend to 
make one reflection upon it. Tu lege, atque . 


But it is time to put an end to this addreſs: in 


the courle of it I have had manifold reaſons to 
lament the numerous evils that inſeparably attend 
theſe party conteſts: give me leave to end as 1 


begun by 1 one unhappy conſequence that 
affects yoarlelf, 


ſulted the honour of your family; that has tra- 
duc'd you in private, and outraged you in public, 


and even pawn'd his Caſſock for a Sword to cut 
our throat. That he has dar'd to aſſault the | 


moſt reſpeQable characters, from Lord B 


down to yourſelf, and to aſſault them with impu- 


nity, is a glaring inſtance of the liberty of a 
Britiſh ſubject: but it is as glaring an inſtance of 
the outrageous licentiouſneſs of the times, in 


| "ch no rank however exalted, no merit howe= 
| | ver 


y deſerting your old friends 
and your old cauſe, the cauſe of Virtue and of 
Honour, let me add too of Liberty and your 
Country, you have thrown yourſelf into the arms 
of a man, whoſe perſon you deſpiſe, and whoſe cha- 
racter youabhor; you have thrown yourſelf into the 
arms of a man, that has violated the peace and in- 


1 i 


ver diſtinguiſhed, not even in the yy hongurble 


aſſemblies, nor the moſt ſacred characters, have 


been ſpar d. | 
A bad Effect, but from a ous contek CFD ; 


berty i is indeed the Birthright of a Briton; let us 


therefore cheriſh it with fondneſs, and aſſert it 
with ſpirit, but not with the ſpirit of an Athenian 


Democracy, or a Roman Republic. The Conſti- 
tution is a ſacred name; but let us remember 


that it conſiſts of various ſubordinations under one 
direction, that of the ſupreme authority: if ever 


then theſe various ſubordinations, with that de- 


cency and order which are eſſential to all well- 


conſtituted governments, ſhould be deſtroyed or 


loſt, the Conſtitution itſelf muſt be diffolv'd, and 


even our darling Liberty expire in the Convul- 
ion. | 
Therefore vihen we deliberate on the publie 
conduct of our preſent worthy repreſentatives; 
when we conſider Mr. de Grey, for the time that 


he has ſate in parliament, and Sir A. Wodehouſe, 


for upwards of thirty years, uniformly and firmly 
ſupporting with one 8 


nd the Liberty of the Peo- 
le, and with the other. the. juſt Authority and 


real Dignity of the Crown; we muſt look upon 

them with reverence and honour, as friends to the 
Conſtitution, and think ourſelves bound in grati- 
tude and juſtice to ſupport their cauſe, In the 


mean time we lament- the defection of many 


friends, but of none more than of you; we re- 


ſpect 
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your fittings, s 
ur name among the 
$5 and DE GREY. | 
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